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Amer15a by Annalise Knott
My piece, “This is America”, was originally inspired by John Gast’s “Manifest Destiny” and includes a line
from the song “This is America” by Childish Gambino. “This is America” (Gambino) is a song that was made
in response to all the school shootings following the one in Parkland. The music video (as well as a couple of
lines in the song) contain subtle innuendos on such issues as racism, gun violence, and the use of social
media as a distraction from all the chaos going on around us. I thought this would be fitting to incorporate
into this piece to reflect the chaotic approach and protest of lenient gun control laws.The definition of
manifest destiny is the belief that it is your god given right to settle westward. This relates to the second
amendment debate and how red America believes it is their god given right to own a gun. Furthermore,
Gast’s painting is one that you may not completely understand at first glance, but then as you look at
each element on its own you start to understand the big picture. I wanted to achieve the same effect by
including a bunch of different elements that at first don’t make a
coherent story when you look at all the elements on their own, but you
start to understand what they have in common when you examine them
closely. I used movement in my composition to lead the eye through the
painting and emphasis, with the contrast of solid colors against the
figures, to make them stand out. At the top of my painting, you will see
the sun setting on capitol hill. This represents the darkness, consuming the
government. The message on the left reads: “this is AmeR-15a”. The
hidden message within the word “America” is AR-15 which is an assault
rifle that is infamously used in mass shootings. Moving down the page, is
an eagle holding an AR-15 in its talons. This is my modified version of the
National Rifle Association's emblem. On the very right are candles being
covered by a giant band-aid. There are 17 visible candles to represent
the 17 people who died in the Parkland shooting. The band-aid depicts
the visual notion that people giving their “thoughts and prayers” act only as a band-aid and not a solution.
The donkey and the elephant represent the two political parties. The donkey is in a cage and the elephant
is free to roam about. This symbolizes the feeling that the Democrats are being backed into a corner, while
the Republicans roam freely to determine the gun control debate. Lastly, the white figures on the bottom
left are the family of the victims and the brown shoes are the feet of the victim who is lying down. I’ve left
the people white as if they are faceless so that they could be anyone who’s ever lost someone in a
shooting. My overall message is: instead of brushing over the shootings that occur, our government should
enforce tighter gun laws so tragedies such as the Parkland shooting never happen again

